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1 Cor 13:4b NIV

Love does not envy, 

Love does not boast, 

Love is not proud.
 



a feeling of discontented or resentful longing
aroused by someone else's 

possessions, qualities, or luck. 
(Oxford)

jealous: demanding faithfulness and exclusive worship (Oxford)
covet : the jealous eagerness to have [the same]

 Love does not envy



James 3:14 But if you harbor bitter envy
 and selfish ambition in your hearts, 

do not boast about it or deny the truth. 
15 Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven 

but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 
16 For where you have envy and selfish ambition,
 there you find disorder and every evil practice.

Envy: Demonic Root of Disorder/ Evil



James 4:1 What causes fights and quarrels among you?
Don’t they come from your desires that battle within you?

2 You desire but do not have, so you kill. 
You covet but you cannot get what you want, 

so you quarrel and fight. 
You do not have because you do not ask God. 

3 When you ask, you do not receive,
 because you ask with wrong motives,

 that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.

Envy: Cause of Fights and Quarrels



Cain killed Abel (Gen 4:3-8). 
Joseph's brothers plotted to kill him and
sold him as a slave (Gen 37:11, 28).
 The Pharisees had Jesus killed (Matt 27:18).

1.
2.

3.

Fruits of Envy:

https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Genesis+4.3-8&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Genesis+37.11&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Genesis+37.28&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Matthew+27.18&t=NKJV


 person(s) with something...we don't have

 desire for that something for ourselves

 pain

1.

2.

3.

Steps to Envy:

The Psychology and Philosophy of Envy by Neel Burton, M.D.
www.psychologytoday.com

https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/contributors/neel-burton-md


Remedy 
For Envy, Jealousy



There is no ownership on earth, only
STEWARDSHIP

Psalm 24:1
The earth is the Lord’s, and all it contains, 

The world, and those who live in it.
 



Luke 12:48b 
 

From everyone who has been given much, 
much will be demanded; 

and from the one who has been entrusted with much,
much more will be asked.

 



 
EMBRACE Identity in Christ

God's masterpiece created for good works (Eph 2:10)
 
 



The LORD Is My Portion
Psalm 16:5 Lord, you alone are my portion and my cup;

 you make my lot secure.
 

Lamentations 3:24 I say to myself, “The Lord is my portion;
    therefore I will wait for him.”

 
Psalm 23:1 The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing.

 
Psalm 142:5 5 I cry to you, Lord;

    I say, “You are my refuge, my portion in the land of the living.”
 



OVERCOMER Against Spirits 
(Of Envy, Pride, Boasting, etc.)

Luke 10:19
 

I have given you authority 
to trample on snakes and scorpions and 

to overcome all the power of the enemy;
 nothing will harm you.

 
 



SUBMIT To God

James 4:7 AMP
So submit to [the authority of] God. 

Resist the devil [stand firm against him] 
and he will flee from you.

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James%204:6-8&version=AMP


ASK GOD with the Right Motives
James 4:2 You desire but do not have, so you kill. 

You covet but you cannot get what you want, 
so you quarrel and fight. 

You do not have because you do not 
ask God. 

3 When you ask, you do not receive,
 because you ask with wrong 

motives,
 that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.



HUMBLE Self

James 4:10 AMP
Humble yourselves

 [with an attitude of repentance and insignificance]
in the presence of the Lord, 

and He will exalt you [He will lift you up, 
He will give you purpose].

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James%204:9-11&version=AMP




proudly tell other people about 
what you… have done or can do, 

or about something you own, 
especially in order to make them admire you

 (MacMillan)

Love does not
boast

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/us/dictionary/american/proud#proud__15
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/us/dictionary/american/tell_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/us/dictionary/american/people_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/us/dictionary/american/especially
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/us/dictionary/american/order_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/us/dictionary/american/make_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/us/dictionary/american/admire


 Gen 37:4 When [Joseph's] brothers saw
 that their father loved him more than any of them,

they hated him and 
could not speak a kind word to him.

 Snare for Envy



Gen 37:5 Joseph had a dream, and when he told
it to his brothers, they hated him all the more. 
6 He said to them, “Listen to this dream I had: 
7 We were binding sheaves of grain out in the
field when suddenly my sheaf rose and stood
upright, while your sheaves gathered around
mine and bowed down to it.”

Boasting Provokes Envy (Further) 



 
having or showing … I excessively high opinion

of oneself or one's importance. (Oxford)
 

Arrogant
 showing an offensive attitude of superiority

(Merriam Webster)

Love is not 
proud



Remedy for 
Pride and Boasting



Worship to God 
 

Psalm 10:2-4
2a In his arrogance the wicked man...

3a... boasts about the cravings of his heart...
4 In his pride the wicked man does not seek Him;

    in all his thoughts there is no room for God.



Assess Self From God's Standard 

2 Cor 10:18 AMP
For it is not he who commends and praises himself 

who is approved [by God], 
but it is the one whom the Lord commends and praises.

 



Gratitude 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:18
give thanks in all circumstances; 

for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Thessalonians%205%3A18&version=NIV


Remedy For Envy, Jealousy, Boasting, Pride
Worship to God (Exodus 20:3)

Assess Self From God's Standard 
Gratitude (1 Thess 5:18)

Stewardship, No Ownership on Earth (Psalm 24:1)
Embrace Identity in Christ

Lord is my portion (Psalm 16:5)
Overcomer (Luke 10:19)

Submit to God (James 4:7)
Ask God with the right motives (James 4:2-3)

Humble self (repentance/ insignificance before God (Jas 4:10) 



Galatians 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ 
and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. 

The life I now live in the body,
 I live by faith in the Son of God, 

who loved me and gave himself for me.
 

Remedy For Envy, Jealousy, Boasting, Pride

Love


